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Index                          
 

Trivia 
We’ve had an ongoing series with medieval trivia in it. 
Then I found a lovely article that debunks every one of 
them. So I shall be publishing the trivia each month – 

but I will also include the facts.  
 

Part 6 of ‘The Bad Old Days’:  Porridge 
In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big 
kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit 
the fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly 
vegetables and did not get much meat. They would eat 
the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get 
cold overnight and then start over the next day. 
Sometimes the stew had food in it that had been there 
for quite a while -hence the rhyme, "Peas porridge hot, 
peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days 
old." 

 See page 4 for The Facts 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 

may crown results 
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LOCATION:  Albury Wodonga Sport Fishing Club, 

Hinckler Drive (via Lockheed Dr, off 

Borella Road), ALBURY 2640 
 

WHEN: 3rd Saturday each month: start at 1:30 pm 
 

COST:  Members $8  

 Non-Members $13 

 First event $5 
 

SCA YEARLY MEMBERSHIP 

 $30.00 per annum 
 

There aren’t many rules: the main one is: You must wear 

an attempt at pre-17th century clothing.  

 

WHAT TO WEAR: An attempt at Medieval Garb (pre-

1600).  We have loaner garb you can borrow, phone club 

president Arnora on 0428 249 870 

For clothing ideas:  

http://lochac.sca.org/riverhaven/BeginnersGarb.html 
 

WHAT TO BRING: For the pot-luck feast bring a dish 

of some Medieval-style food to share – enough for 6 – 10 

people, for e.g.  A cooked chook, a cheese plate  

For recipe ideas:  

http://www.loggiaserena.com/SCACookingPages/SCAFoo

d.htm 
 

WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION FOR 

NEWCOMERS:  
 Newcomer’s Guide to the SCA: 

http://www.sca.org/officers/chatelain/newcomers.html#guides 

 Stefan’s Florilegium: A site with information about all 

sorts of medieval subjects http://www.florilegium.org 

This site is from chat lists, needs to be trawled through 

 The SCA Lochac site: http://lochac.sca.org/lochac/ or the 

site map: http://lochac.sca.org/lochac/sitemap.html 

 Interactive demo for newcomers: 

http://demo.scapage.com/demo/from  

 here is a sample article from the Known World 

Handbook: http://www.sca.org/kwh/YourFirstEvent.pdf  

 

 
 

Bordescros Central 
Monthly Tourney & Feast 

 

Behind the scenes 

Production date is as close to the 1st of the month 

as I can manage.  Contribution deadline is the 3rd 

Saturday of the month prior to publication. For 

example, information for July Grapevine should 

be sent, given or emailed to the editor by the 3rd 

Saturday of June. The editor reserves the right to 

delay any copy received after the deadline. 

 

contributions 

Greetings Good Gentles, 

 Here is your Quarterly Grapevine.  I 

apologise that I missed last quarter, but my Real 

Life is a mite less crowded, so hopefully things 

will improve, soon. 

Please welcome my new deputy Helena Fox.  You 

will see her work more and more starting in this 

issue.  I am very pleased to share the compilation 

of the newsletter with Helena 

Yours in Service, 

Lowry ferch Gwynwynwyn ap Llewelyn, GoA 

Chronicler’s Corner 
 

Editorial Information  

SHIRE MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
   

1st Saturday LA Loch Alba Monthly Feast 

^14 Harrier St, Estella 

1st Sunday BCC Armouring, Rapier and Archery 

#11 McGaffin Crt, Wodonga  

2nd Sunday BCC A&S and Meeting 

#AWSFC, off Borella Rd, Albury 

3rd Saturday BCC Bordescros Central Monthly Feast 

#AWSFC, off Borella Rd, Albury 

4th Sunday BCC Armouring, Rapier and Archery 

#11 McGaffin Crt, Wodonga 

Tuesdays BCC Heavy Fighter Training  

every second Tuesday 

 * Magnus’ work permitting 

???? LA ^Fighter Training  
 

LA = Wagga Wagga    BCC = Albury-Wodonga 

Contacts 
# Arnora Bloodaxe rfr09803@bigpond.net.au 

^ James Douglas paul.willis@exemail.com.au 

* Magnus Thorbjornson ssalau@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

http://lochac.sca.org/riverhaven/BeginnersGarb.html
http://www.loggiaserena.com/SCACookingPages/SCAFood.htm
http://www.loggiaserena.com/SCACookingPages/SCAFood.htm
http://www.sca.org/officers/chatelain/newcomers.html#guides
http://www.florilegium.org/
http://lochac.sca.org/lochac/
http://lochac.sca.org/lochac/sitemap.html
http://demo.scapage.com/demo/from
http://www.sca.org/kwh/YourFirstEvent.pdf
mailto:rfr09803@bigpond.net.au
mailto:paul.willis@exemail.com.au
mailto:ssalau@hotmail.com
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Loch Alba Lowdown 

Behind the scenes continued 
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 Chirurgeon: First Aid Officer.         

 

 Hospitaller:  Publicity Officer & Asset 

Registrar  
 

 Lists: Scorer.  
 

 Reeve – very urgent 

 
 

 
 

Its easy to see how officers help the game, but what 

do you get out of being an officer? 
 

Ask any officer and they’ll tell you: a sense of 

satisfaction and the knowledge that by our efforts 

our club is strengthened and our game enhanced.  
 

Put simply,  

It adds to the fun! 

 

POSITIONS VACANT 
Please consider donating a few hours a month 

to fill an office. 

Trivia The Facts Meeting Agenda:  
 

 Officer Reports 

 New Reeve – Urgent 

 Loch Alba Report 

 Online Meetings 

 
Lady Anora BloodAxe   rfr09803@bigpond.net.au 

 

Fascinating word fact: 

Hiccough (hiccup) replaced the Anglo-

Saecson word ð  
because hiccups were thought to be caused 
by elves. 

So next time you have hiccoughs look for Legolas! 

 

http://forums.about.com/ab-histmedren/start/?lgnF=y
http://www.m-w.com/
mailto:rfr09803@bigpond.net.au


 Grapevine 

WINTER 2014 
AS49 

VolUME 17  
ISSUE 2 

 

This is the Grapevine; a publication of the Shire of Bordescros of the Society for Creative Anachronism Ltd. Grapevine is not a corporate publication of 

either the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc, or the Society for Creative Anachronism Ltd and does not delineate SCA policies. 

Grapevine is available from Lowry ferch Gwynwynwyn ap Llewelyn GoA  (Tracey Sawyer) via grapevineed@hotmail.com 

©2013 Society for Creative Anachronism Ltd – Albury Wodonga    

5 

 I 

  



 Grapevine 

WINTER 2014 
AS49 

VolUME 17  
ISSUE 2 

 

This is the Grapevine; a publication of the Shire of Bordescros of the Society for Creative Anachronism Ltd. Grapevine is not a corporate publication of 

either the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc, or the Society for Creative Anachronism Ltd and does not delineate SCA policies. 

Grapevine is available from Lowry ferch Gwynwynwyn ap Llewelyn GoA  (Tracey Sawyer) via grapevineed@hotmail.com 

©2013 Society for Creative Anachronism Ltd – Albury Wodonga    

6 

 I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Spring I look gay,  

Decked in comely array,  

In Summer more clothing I wear;  

When colder it grows,  

I fling off my clothes,  

And in Winter quite naked appear.   

Answer p. 7   

From the Board of SCA Ltd 

 

Let it be known to the Members of SCA 

Ltd that an Extraordinary General  

Meeting is called for Sunday, 6 July 

2014 at 3:00pm (or after the  

closing Court of Midwinter Coronation). 

This meeting will take place at  

Ainslie Scout Hall, Corner of Hassall 

and Ebden streets, Ainslie ACT  

(the venue for Day 2 of Midwinter 

Coronation). 

 

This EGM is called in response to the 

resignation of an Executive Member  

of the Board of SCA Ltd. Section 27.4.1 

of the Constitution states "If  

the position of Chair, Deputy Chair, 

Treasurer or Secretary becomes  

vacant outside of an AGM, the Board 

Members may appoint another Board  

Member to the vacated position." Thus, 

the Board have elected Board  

Members to act in new roles, pending 

confirmation by the Membership. 

 

The other business at the meeting will 

be the Treasurer's presentation  

of the report from SCA Ltd's Auditors. 

 

The Agenda for the EGM is as follows: 

1. Welcome 

2. Confirmation of the appointment of 

new Executive Officers 

3. Update on the Treasurers' Financial 

Statements 

4. Closing Remarks 

 

Details of Proxy information will be 

available from  

http://sca.org.au/board/documents/agm-

notices 21 days before the meeting  

(on or before 15 June 2014) as per 

section 13.3.3 of the Constitution. 

 

Jeff Nicholson, 

Chair, SCA Ltd. 

 

The Board is also looking for new Board 

Members. More Board Members  

means less work per Board Member, and 

this makes it easier for everyone.  

If you have some experience in the SCA, 

particularly royal peers and  

former landed B&Bs, seneschals or 

reeves (although that is NOT a  

requirement), and you would be willing 

                                cont…  

… cont 

to help behind the scenes for a  

three year term - please email me 

at secretary@sca.org.au 

 

In service of the Dream, always. 

 

Sorle Maknicoll 

mka Jeff Nicholson 

Secretary, SCA Ltd 
 

The 10 Ideals of the  
Society for Creative Anachronism 

1. Treat your inferiors in rank, knowledge, or 

experience in the society as if they were your  

equals; treat your equals as if they were your 

superiors; treat officers as representatives of  

their Majesties; and treat the King and Queen 

with the respect due your sovereigns. 

2. Use medieval forms of address and speak with 

courtesy. 

3. Be faithful to your word and your company. 

4. Show honour to all, regardless of their person. 

5. Strive to be worthy of that honour. 

6. Touch no one’s goods unasked; give and 

receive with grace. 

7. Be gentle to the stranger, and lead them 

graciously. 

8. Let your combat be without anger, and let the 

slain tell if they be slain. 

9. Learn the reason for things said and done 

before raising your voice in anger or bitterness. 

10. Honour the presence of your King and 

Queen, and pay them due reverence. 

Reprinted from an online source (which I forget, sorry!) 

http://sca.org.au/board/documents/agm-notices
http://sca.org.au/board/documents/agm-notices
mailto:secretary@sca.org.au
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Reeve                   
Our Reeve had to resign due to an attack of Real 

Life™.  A new Reeve has been advertised and  

interested persons will need to apply to the 

Seneschal and the Kingdom Exchequer. The 

position MUST be filled if the Shire is to continue 

and not be shut down.    

Greetings 

 

Due to illness there is no Saga this month.  

 

However, there is one announcement: 

 

Archery/A&S  Sundays at the Seneschal’s home 

are cancelled for the winter.  

 

Yours in Service to Bordescros 

Lady Arnora Bloodaxe 

Bordescros Seneschal 
 

  

  

 

 

      

 

 

Seneschal’s Saga                           

Constable               
No injuries or lost property. 

       

Marshall              

We’ve had an expression of interest from 

someone regarding the position of Marshall, 

but there has been a communication problem  

between the Shire and the Earl Marshall – 

due to issues beyond everyone’s control.  The 

new Earl Marshall will be contacted and the 

matter will be cleared as soon as is 

practicable. 

Officer’s reports 
 

Arts & Sciences      
A&S Sundays are still going well. 

A&S website: http://artsandsciences.lochac.sca.org/  

Yours in Service, 

Lady Thomasina Coke. 

 
A&S is held after the business meeting on  

the second Sunday of each month (except this 

December) 

Albury Wodonga Fishing Club  

from 2:30 – 5 pm. 
 

             

*Midwinter XLIX (2014) hosted by Barony of 

Politarchopolis 

*Court Garb - From any period, special attention to 

recreating all the layers 

*Painted Furniture - Boxes, chairs, beds, etc. 

*Table Settings - Plates, cutlery etc. 

 

*November Crown XLIX (2014) hosted by … … 

*Item of Personal Heraldry 

*An Item of Blacksmithing -  Focus on practical items for 

SCA use, i.e. for a Campsite 

*Period Headwear 

 

…and for 2015… 

*Twelfth Night Coronation XLIX (2015) hosted by … … 

*Performance-Ensemble - group of 2 or more, videos 

allowed 

*Dyeing - making of dyes or dyeing of fabric/leather/etc 

*Cooking-desserts - If not coming to event, must have 

comments of 3 tasters from local group 

*May Crown L (2015) hosted by … … 

*Clothing-non European 

*Pottery or Glasswork (Making of) 

*Leatherwork 

*Midwinter L (2015) hosted by … … 

*Poetry - Original work in Period style 

*Lace-*any type of lace or items to help make lace 

*Animal Accoutrements-*Barding, leashes, collars, etc 

*November Crown L (2015) *hosted by … … 

*Beadwork* 

*Medicine*-A medical related item or research on a 

historical medical topic 

*Bookbinding/Paper-craft-*Making books or paper 

 

Duenna Catalina de Gata, 

KMOAS, Lochac 

 

    

R
id

d
le

 A
n

sw
er
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 T
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e 

http://artsandsciences.lochac.sca.org/
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Herald 

Duncan Wolfshead. Name and device. Sable, a wolf's 
head erased contourny within an orle of roundels 

argent.  

Finna Ulfsdottir. Name and device. Argent, a wolf 

sejant ululant sable, on a bordure dovetailed azure 

three increscents argent.  

Gillucan ua Tomaltaig. Name and device. Sable, two 
chevronels between three lozenges argent. 

Giovanni di Palmieri. Name. 

Isabella de Mellis. Name and device. Quarterly 

purpure and argent, two trees blasted and a mullet 

of eight points counterchanged. 

Lazarus Thurnierer. Device. Quarterly gules and 

purpure a horse rampant contourny Or. 

Ragnarr of Ravenshold. Device. Per saltire argent 

and azure, a drakkar affronty proper, the sail per 

pale gules and Or charged with two ravens 

addorsed counterchanged. 

Ragnarr of Ravenshold. Badge. Per pale gules and 

Or, two ravens addorsed counterchanged within a 

bordure azure. 

Tailltiu ghoirt ruaidh. Name. 

Tailltiu ghoirt ruaidh. Badge. (Fieldless) A bat-
winged fish attired of a stag's antlers naiant 

embowed in annulo argent. 

Yves de Lyle. Device. Counter-ermine, a pale ermine, 

overall a phoenix Or rising from flames gules.

Officer’s reports 
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STAR RATING: unavailable 

This is a site I found and thought hilarious: "Heraldrydiculous" by Khevron      Check out the sample joke below: 

http://archaeology.about.com/b/2014/03/12/vindolanda-

tablets.htm?nl=1 

http://archaeology.about.com/od/archaeologicalsi3/qt/Vind

olanda.htm?nl=1 

 

http://www.howtohistory.com/video-tutorials/page/2/  

http://potsherd.net/atlas/potsherd.html  

http://archaeology.about.com/od/inventions/tp/Water-

Control-History.htm?nl=1  

http://hathawaysofhaworth.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/1

480-to-1600-when-women-ruled-the-world-part-one/ 

http://khevron.tripod.com/hr/index2.html
http://archaeology.about.com/b/2014/03/12/vindolanda-tablets.htm?nl=1
http://archaeology.about.com/b/2014/03/12/vindolanda-tablets.htm?nl=1
http://archaeology.about.com/od/archaeologicalsi3/qt/Vindolanda.htm?nl=1
http://archaeology.about.com/od/archaeologicalsi3/qt/Vindolanda.htm?nl=1
http://www.howtohistory.com/video-tutorials/page/2/
http://potsherd.net/atlas/potsherd.html
http://archaeology.about.com/od/inventions/tp/Water-Control-History.htm?nl=1
http://archaeology.about.com/od/inventions/tp/Water-Control-History.htm?nl=1
http://hathawaysofhaworth.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/1480-to-1600-when-women-ruled-the-world-part-one/
http://hathawaysofhaworth.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/1480-to-1600-when-women-ruled-the-world-part-one/
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Da is sick… 

T he next morning, Tom woke to a strange sound.  It was a bit like the wind moaning 

around the eaves, but sort of like an animal in pain, as well. He poked his head out of 
his furs, and looked around.   
 

The strange noise was coming from his Da.  He was tossing and turning in his bed, 
and Mam was trying to make him lie still.  She had a bowl of water on a stool beside 

the bed and a cloth that she dipped in it.  She was trying to wipe him down with the 
damp cloth, but he wouldn’t lie still long enough.  
 

Tom was frightened.  His Da was big and strong.  Nothing could hurt Tom or Mam or 

baby Dafydd when Da was there.  Tom gulped. But now his Da wasn’t strong anymore, 
he was sick and moaning.   
 

Davy began to cry, just whimpering to start, then after beginning to roar.  Mam looked 
across to Tom.   “Oh Tommy-bach, you are awake.  Will you see to your brother?  I’ve 

got to try to keep your Da still and cool him down.  I can not leave him just now.”  She 
picked up a beaker and tried to force a little liquid between Da’s chattering teeth. 
 

Tom went across and picked Davy up.  Phew! He’d soiled himself.  Tom went and got 
some water in a bucket, and a piece of cloth and started to clean up the mess.  Then 

he put a small tunic onto his brother.  It wasn’t easy.  He kept squirming so!  
Eventually, he had him clean and tied onto a chair.   
 

Tom gave him a spoon to bang, and a small crust of bread to chew on, while he ran out 

to do all the chores.  First, he’d have to milk the goats and turn them out to pasture, 
then he’d have to clean, feed and water the oxen.  Only then would he have time for 
breakfast. 
 

After doing the chores, Tom carried the milk back to the house.  His Mam came over 

and took the milk from him.  She got out a cheese cloth and started to pour the milk 
through it.   
 

“Tom, run you to Goody Hannah.  Tell her your Da has a sweating fever and the chills.  
Tell her, my herb drinks are not helping.  Beg her to come quick.”   
 

Tom gulped, “Is Da goin’ to … to be … alright.  Will he …? He will … get better?” 
 

Mam looked worried as she finished pouring the milk into the basin, wiped her hands 

on her apron, and grasped Tom’s hands in hers. She spoke very seriously. “While your 
Da is sick, and Rhysiart away, you are the man of the house.  You have got to be 

brave.  Go quickly now and fetch her Tommy.”  Mam turned back to Da and leaning 
over him, she started to bathe him again.  
  

©2013 Tracey Sawyer     Continued next issue... 

 

A Page 4 Pages 
Here is the first half of chapter 5 of our story about Tom, the half Welsh, half Saxon boy living on the Welsh/English 
border. Previously, Tom did his morning chores then worked in the field with his Da. On the way home, Tom 
discovered a dead body, and his Da carried it to the church…  
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2014 

July 5 – 6  MidWinter Coronation  Politarchopolis, ACT  

July 11 – 14 Inter-College War St Ursula.  

August 1 – 3 Radburne War VIII Rowany (Dubbo, NSW) 

August 9 Gionata D’Onore – Krae Glas Baronial Birthday Krae Glas, Melbourne, VIC 

August 16 – 17 Politarchopolis A&S Collegium Politarchopolis, ACT 

August 22 – 24 Cold War the Eighth Rowany, Sydney, NSW 

September 13 – 14 St Vitas Dance and Music Weekend Politarchopolis, ACT 

September 26 – 28 Knights School Krae Glas, Melbourne, VIC 

October 3 – 6 Great Southern Gathering 2014 

Spring War 

Ynys Fawr, TAS 

Morden Vale, NSW 

Oct 31 – Nov 2 November Crown AS 49 - Hallowmas Torlyon, Yass, NSW 

Nov 1 Le Champ de Chevalier II Cairn Fell, Ballarat, VIC 

 
Their Royal Majesties 

King Alfar III 

Queen Angharat II 

Chamberlain:   

 

 Their Royal Highnesses  

All Kingdom Officers can be contacted via: http://lochac.sca.org/lochac/regnum/index.html 

 

 

Seneschal* 

President 

Lady Thomasina Coke 

Tamsin Walle-Semmler 
drumheller@iprimus.com.au 

 

Assistant Seneschal  

Loch Alba / Wagga Wagga 

Lord James Douglas 

Paul Willis 

paul.willis@exemail.com.au 

 

 
Arts & Sciences* 

Lady Arnora BloodAxe 

Rhonda Drewe 
rfr09803@bigpond.net.au 

 

Chronicler 

Secretary / Newsletter 

Editor 

TH Lady Lowry ferch Gwynwynwyn 

Tracey Sawyer 

tfsawyer@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

Constable 

Security 
  

 

Herald 

Master of Ceremonies 
Lord Gunther Boese tba 

 

Marshall* 

Umpire 

Lord Einarr Thorsgrimsson 

John Drewe 

grumpypa17@gmail.com 

 

 

Reeve* 

Treasurer 
Julie Willis tba 

*These officers are ‘Acting’ in these postitions until approved by Kingdom Officers. 

 

Regnum & Contacts 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

http://lochac.sca.org/lochac/regnum/index.html
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Bordescros A&S Entry Form 
(to be completed by the Entrant and retained by the Bordescros A&S Officer) 

 

SCA Name:  

Legal Name:  

Contact Details: 

(Address or Email) 

 

 

 

State:   Postcode:  
 

Event:  

Date:  Entry No:  

Name of Competition:  

Time Frame &/or 

Location in Period 

 

 

 

Have you included Documentation with your entry? YES  NO  

I agree to have a photo of this entry added to the Bordescros A&S Web Site YES  NO  

I agree to have a photo of this entry and documentation published in  

Bordescros Grapevine 
YES  NO  

 

INFORMATION FOR JUDGES:  

Is this your first attempt at this type of item / skill ?  YES  NO  

I would consider my experience level in this skill to be:  

Beginner  Intermediate  Advanced  Professional   

(A&S Officer, please check the Entrant’s skill level is noted on the A&S Competition Judging Form). 

Signed:  Date:          /          / 

    


